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take a guided tour of a typical retaining wall page
All our product pages are laid out in a consistent manner to assist with easy selection 

of Boral products.

edgestone¨ kota green

heathstone¨ honeycomb 

pyrmont ¨ hawkesbury yellow 

heathstone¨ nougat

The Boral range of landscaping

retaining walls can transform the

outdoors, creating beautiful garden

edges, terraces and ponds. A variety 

of textured surfaces, colours and sizes

provides homeowners with an array of

choice for a stylish finish. With options

for both straight and curved walls,

many of the products feature unique

interlocking systems for easy installation.
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recommended for the
indicated applications

(subject to appropriate
laying systems and 

site conditions)

Typical cross
section of a 

retaining wall 
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drawing
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millimetres



how to choose awall

Step 2:Use the table above to determine which retaining wa ll 

is most suitable for your particular application.

1. Determine the height you want to achieve.

2. Determine which design you want Ð do you want cur ves,

corners or a straight wall?

Step 3 Select a colour that complements your area, home and

surroundings such as other homes in your street.

Step 4 Choose to D.I.Y. or hire a contractor. Refer to page 33 for tips

on installing a retaining wall. 

Flushface prof ile

Max. w all he ight (mm)*
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Block face size
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Step 1
Gather ideas on the look you want 

to achieve. Look through this brochure 

and also obtain a free copy of the latest 

Boral Outdoor Design Guide.

23 24pyrmont ¨ hawkesbury yellow heathstone¨ light sands

heathstone¨ nougat

* Maximum wall heights in good soils (gravels, sandy gravels, crushed sandstone).

** Pyrmont ¨ and Keystone¨ can be built up to 12m high when designed by a suitably qualified engineer 
and combined with soil reinforcement. Please contact your Boral representive for more information.

general tips

Tip 1 Rule of thumb: the higher the retaining wall, the g reater the need for 

engineering assistance.*

Tip 2 Raised garden beds using Heathstone¨ are easy to maintain and provide 

extra seating in your garden.

Tip 3 Mark out the location of curved walls first with ei ther curved capping, 

rope or a garden hose to assist in working out the exact wall length.

Tip 4 Know your soil type when planning retaining walls.

Tip 5 In areas subject to vandalism, it is recommended that the top units 

are secured using a construction adhesive such as Liquid Nails 

(for Gardenwall¨ and Edgestone¨ ).

* Please consult with regulating council for local design requirements prior to the construction of any retaining wall. Councils in general
require that retaining walls be designed and certified by a suitably qualified engineer where the wall is over 0.5m in height and/or
where there is a surcharge loading, such as a driveway, house or other structure near the wall.
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light sands

KOTA GREEN

LIGHT SANDS

HAWKESBURY
YELLOW

SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 375mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CURVED WALLS

STANDARD UNIT

BACKFILL DRAINAGE MATERIAL

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

CAP UNIT

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

STANDARD UNIT

CAP UNIT

edgestone ®
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228305

light sands
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paperbark

PAPERBARK

LIGHT SANDS

HAWKESBURY
YELLOW

PORTSTONE

TERRAIN

SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 1125mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CURVED WALLS
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BACKFILL DRAINAGE MATERIAL

STANDARD UNIT

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

STANDARD UNIT

SOFT SPLIT UNIT
Ð Charcoal
Ð Portstone

STRAIGHT SIDED UNIT
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CHARCOAL

Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall. Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall.

gardenwall ®



honeycombnougat light sands

light sands nougat

SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 972mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CURVED WALLS

CORNERS

STEPS
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300 300
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27 heathstone ®

+heathstone grande ®

LIGHT SANDS

HONEYCOMB

NOUGAT

CHARCOAL

CAP UNIT 

BACKFILL DRAINAGE MATERIAL

STANDARD UNIT

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

STANDARD UNIT

STANDARD CORNER UNIT

GRANDE UNIT

GRANDE CORNER UNIT

UNICAP

DOUBLE-SIDED ROCKFACE CAP

ROCKFACE CORNER CAP

DOUBLE ROCKFACE 
CURVE CAP
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TYPICAL CROSS SECTION
Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall.
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SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 1000mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CURVED WALLS

CORNERS

CAP UNIT 

UNIT

BACKFILL

CAP UNIT 

UNIT

BACKFILL

DRAINAGE MATERIAL

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION Ð VERTICAL

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION Ð SLOPED

LARGE UNIT*

MEDIUM UNIT*

SMALL UNIT*

CAP UNIT

COUNTRY MANOR RANGE

ALMOND

MIDWAY

country manor ®

almond

*Sold as a set of 4 including 
2 x LARGE UNIT
1 x MEDIUM UNIT
1 x SMALL UNIT

Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall.
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CHARCOAL

TUSCAN

KOTA GREEN

ALMOND

SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 1200mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CURVED WALLS

CAP UNIT 

STANDARD OR
FLUSHFACE UNIT

BACKFILL DRAINAGE MATERIAL

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

STANDARD UNIT

FLUSHFACE UNIT

KEYSTONE CAP

NATURAL

almond standard and flushface

FLUSHFACE
STRAIGHT SIDED CAP

keystone ®

Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall.A
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275 455

HAWKESBURY
YELLOW

CAP UNIT 

STANDARD UNIT

BACKFILL DRAINAGE MATERIAL

AGRICULTURAL DRAIN

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION
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SUITABLE FOR:

MAX. WALL HEIGHT 1200mm

STRAIGHT WALLS

CORNERS

31

STANDARD UNIT

CORNER UNIT 90¼

PREMIUM CAP

PREMIUM CORNER CAP

pyrmont ®

STANDARD FLUSHFACE CAP

Please note: Backfill should be no higher than the top of the retaining wall.
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how to build awall33

01 locate your wall
Mark out the ground where your wall
will be located (either by marking with
stakes and a string line or by marking 
a line on the ground with spray paint).
Excavate trench then compact 
roadbase to form a levelling pad. 
Go to www.boral.com.au/wallcalc to
calculate how many blocks you require.

Place blocks side by side on the levelling
pad using a string line along the back of
the units for alignment. Level each unit
side to side and front to back using your
spirit level. Spend time making sure the
first course of units is level, otherwise
all ensuing courses and ultimately the
entire wall will not be level.

Sweep the top of the previous course
clean. Place the next course of units
in a running bond pattern (i.e. with 
the vertical joints from the first course
units halfway across the second course
units). Pull each unit forward until it 
locks with the nib on the unit below.
Place the drainage material behind the
second course of units. Stack units,
placing drainage material and compact
backfill for each block height layer until
your wall is complete.
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04 additional courses
Boral product Maximum wall height

Edgestone¨ 375mm

Heathstone¨ 972mm

Heathstone Grande¨ 972mm

Country Manor¨ 1000mm

Gardenwall¨ 1125mm

Pyrmont¨ 1200mm*

Keystone¨ 1200mm*

Maximum wall heights in good soils (gravels, sandy gravels, crushed sandstone).

* Pyrmont ¨ and Keystone¨ can be built up to 12m high when designed by a suitably qualified engineer 
and combined with soil reinforcement. Please contact your Boral representive for more information.

Note:
Please consult with regulating council for local design requirements prior to the construction
of any retaining wall. Councils in general require that retaining walls be designed and certified
by a suitably qualified engineer where the wall is over 0.5m in height and/or where there 
is a surcharge loading, such as a driveway, house or other structure near the wall.

Install an agricultural drain 150mm
behind your first course and surround with 
gravel (12-20mm sized gravel, e.g. blue
metal). Shovel and compact your backfill
(existing site soil) behind the drainage
material. (Backfill consisting of heavy
clays or organic soils is not recommended
due to water holding properties.)

03 backfill and compact

Place capping units, if required, on the
top course. It is recommended that
caps be secured using a construction
adhesive such as liquid nails. Some
capping may require the removal of 
nibs from the top course of blocks.

05 fixing capping units

edgestone¨ light sands

heathstone¨ honeycomb

aspenstone¨

For more information 
on specific walls go to
www.boral.com.au/mdg


